
SSWiS Search for Specialization Field Placements 

 

When do students use this tool?  Prior to students’ final year in the MSW program, they must complete a 

Specialization Planning Guide.  This guide asks students to identify three placement choices.  To answer this 

question, students should use this tool to learn about currently available placement options.  Moreover, since 

placement availability changes regularly, students should check their preferred placements’ availability with 

this tool just prior to submitting their guide.   

  How to Search 

To access the Search for Field Placements tool, log into SSWiS at https://ssw.unc.edu/sswis .  Next, using the 
navigation menu, select “Field Education” and then “Search for Field Placements.”  You will then see the 
tool. The tool’s page will show notices followed by a set of search “filters” resembling the image below.  

By default, if no filters are 
selected, a search will 
generate several hundred 
placements. To narrow this 
down, use these filters to 
search for placements by 
such things as agency or 
unit name, a placement’s 
location or types of service 
or client demographics.   

There are three types of 
filters available.  The 
“Agency or Unit Name” 
filter is a text area into 

which you can type words (such as “hospital” or “school”). The County, Region, State and Country filters are 
drop-down menus. With a drop-down menu, you can only select one item at a time.  For instance, using the 
County filter, you can select Orange or Durham but not both simultaneously. The remaining filters use 
checkboxes, allowing you to select multiple options simultaneously.  As an example, with the Practice Level 
Tasks filter, you can specify both Case Management and Psychotherapy at the same time. 

By default, this tool will set the Academic Years filter to the forthcoming academic year.  If you are 
searching for a placement for the current (or other) academic year, you will need to manually uncheck the 
defaulted academic year and check the desired one yourself. Also note that the default Page Size is 20 
placements; if you wish to see more placements in your browser window at one time, use the Page Size 
dropdown to change this value. 

Once you have configured your filters, click the   Search ” button to initiate a search.  To start a completely 
new search, click the   Reset ” button. To see your search results, turn to the back of this handout. 

https://ssw.unc.edu/sswis


SSWiS Search for Field Placements  

Using a Search Report 

 

 

After you click the   Search ” button, based on 
the selected filters, SSWiS will return a report 
with several rows of information.  (As an 
example, see the image to the left.)  In the 
report, the first row identifies a placement’s 
agency and the very next indented row or 
rows identify that agency’s unit(s).  (A “unit” 
is an agency-specific department, group or set 
of services. A “placement” is designated by a 
combined agency/unit name.)  As an example, 
in the image to the right, there are three 
agencies: “UNC Campus Health Services,” 
“UNC Family Medicine” and “UNC Hospitals.” 
The first two agencies each has one unit while 
UNC Hospitals shows eight different units.  
Also note the “pager” buttons at the bottom 
of the report allowing one to move through a 
report’s multiple pages. 
 

In the report, for each unit, the third column identifies the placement’s “Availability.” If the placement’s 
Availability is “Yes,” then the placement’s field instructor has stated that they are accepting one or more 
students for the designated academic year.  If “No,” then the placement’s field instructor is not accepting 
students for the academic year.  If “No response,” then the School is awaiting a response from the field 
instructor as to their availability.  If you are interested in a possible placement with a “No response” unit, 
then please inform your field faculty member who could then reach out to the unit’s field instructor. 
 
Select the   View button to learn more about an 
agency or unit. When viewing an agency or unit’s 
information, use the tabs near the top of the page 
to learn about the agency or unit’s hours of 
operation, services, learning opportunities, 
practice-level tasks, etc.  
 
As an example, in the image to the right, one can 
see that the selected unit does not have learning 
opportunities or practice-level tasks for Generalist 
or CMPP Specialization students but has ample 
opportunities and tasks for Direct Practice students. 
 

 
 

 


